STALEMATE OX THE MADRID  FRONT
international brigades became known, it was found essen-
tial to form to counterbalance them mechanised infantry
units of foreign volunteers, which could be put in the
field as units thongh under the high command of Spanish.
generals, and which could provide that element of shock
power which so far had been confined more or less to
the brigades from Africa. The first time that any of the
foreign infantry units took part in fighting was at the
capture of Malaga, and even then their action was con-
fined to one surprise attack on one of the roads leading
to that city. Later in the year, when more decisive
actions took place round Madrid, further mechanised
units of Italian volunteers, heavily armed and well pro-
vided with tanks, took a prominent part in the fighting.
The Irish brigade., though small in numbers,, was also one
of the foreign units which could be relied on,
It is difficult to estimate the total number of foreign
volunteers in the service of the National Government,
but I would be surprised if subsequent detailed examina-
tion proved them to be much over 60,000 men, The
Red international volunteers on the side of Madrid, and
the White international volunteers on the side of Burgos
must have, in a sense, more or less cancelled themselves
out. It was also certain that the Reds had invoked this
foreign aid much earlier than had the Nationalists, as
was evidenced by the presence of Red foreign infantry
in the line at the end of October, at least three months
before the Nationalists had any similar units in the field.
Had the Nationalists marched straight on Madrid at
the end of September, they would not have found any
of these foreign units or foreign weapons, and most
probably the Spanish capital would have fallen at the
first assault. But as I have already said, the Alcazar of